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DISAPPOINTMENT (#7)      PAGES: 8              READING TIME: 30 mins 
CHAPTER 1 / 3 - BIG FISH 
 
1 / 1 / 11 marks my new journey with the LORD after I left full time ministry.  
I started an Interior Design business (more like a project manager) to provide for my family. 
This was after how awesome God showed me the “pull” to go in September 2010. (Read 
more in my blog “WHY TWELVESTONES?”) 
 
My first potential client was a couple who bought a resale 5 rooms HDB apartment.  
They budgeted S$80k on renovation.  
It was a great potential business deal.  
As I was still new to the industry, I had yet to figure out how to do a contract and mark up 
process, so I asked a friend who has been in this industry for more than a decade to help 
me with the quote on the project. I even asked him to accompany me on my first visit with 
my potential client.  
 
Subsequently, my potential client wanted to meet me on 31 December 2010.  
New year eve.  
Friday evening.  
I went alone this time.  
During the meeting, my client wanted to do something extra BUT wanted me to include the 
“extra” into the renovation budget of S$80,000! He asked me if I’m able to do that. I got no 
clue if I could take him on because I do not want to promise him something that I could not 
fulfil later. I asked him if I could get back to him after the new year. He said “Ok.” I was 
hoping to get my friend’s help and advice. 
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After a couple of days into 2011, before I could get back to them, they texted me saying that 
they have found another who can best cater to their requirement and thanked me for the 
time spent with them. 
 
I was disappointed but I replied in a friendly manner by thanking them for the opportunity 
and wished them well in their project. 
 
After the call, I felt disappointed. I started a “post mortem” of the “dead” situation.  
What happened?  
What went wrong?  
Perhaps they have no confidence in me?  
I do not have a website yet?  
No completed renovation project to showcase?  
I’m a newbie in the industry?  
I lack the experience?  
BUT I rebutted, then what about God’s grace?  
This is where the grace (undeserved, unearned and unmerited) of God should work, right? 
Surely God can bless me without any criteria or merits on my part.  
Then I remembered a testimony I heard.  
God blessed him with the project of building the swimming pool in Marina Bay Sands.  
That was his first project!  
Did he have any experience? No but God still gives to him because of His Grace.  
My thoughts went on and on.  
I began to realise that if I were to go down this road of reasoning, no matter how good or 
scriptural it sounds, there will be no end to such questioning. It will lead me on a downward 
spiral. If I were to look at man’s experiences or testimonies, whether good or bad, it will not 
be able to sustain me. As a matter of fact, such reasoning, no matter how good it sounds, 
can be “soulish” at times and void of life. 

 
I am not against sharing “Testimony”.  
Testimony can go both ways. 
It can either encourage you or will super discourage you.  
 
Let me take a few moments to explain. 
 
One day, I went to see a potential client who is also a friend from the church. We chatted 
about the project and then we sat down for a while as he asked me why did I take the bold 
step to move out of being a pastor in church. After I shared with him, He encouraged me by 
his own testimony. (Don’t get me wrong, as much as I appreciate him for sharing but there’s 
something deeper that I am beginning to see). He encouraged me not to worry as God will 
take care of me. I thanked him for saying that. Then he began to share how he was 
retrenched some years back and was told to go within 24 hours. His average pay back then 
was about five figures. Upon hearing the news, he was shocked and fearful of the future. 
Then he said that God is so good for a friend asked him to sell a “machine”. If he could sell 
it, he can take the profit. Within a month, he sold the “machine” to a profit of 5-6 figures. I 
wondered what kind of “machine” is that? J From his testimony, he encouraged me that as 
God took care of him, God will take care of me too.  
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Though all such testimonies seem encouraging and harmless, I began to see something 
deeper. While I appreciated his sharing, I said to him how his testimony can encourage 
some and at the same time can also discourage others.  
He asked me, “How come?”.  
I said, “Look. Your breakthrough comes within a month and I thank God it did but how and 
what are you going to say to those who have been jobless for 3 years or more?”  
You see, all these are human ways of reasoning and counselling, but it can be very 
discouraging depending on where you are on your journey in life! 
 
I told him if I could ask him a more important question.  
I asked him, “Before that miracle happened, how did he live his life?”  
From our conversation, I have this impression that he doesn’t seem to be worried and 
having faith for God to provide all the while. On the contrary, he said, “Every day I panic, I 
do not know how God will provide….” I wished that was emphasised so that we can identify 
with our humanity and give the glory to God for His goodness and grace instead of 
portraying an aspect of faith after the breakthrough has happened. 
 
As much as I enjoyed testimonies at the goodness and graciousness of God in people’s 
lives, I begin to have a disdain when testimonies seem to be focused on what the person 
did (eg: Protected because he quoted Psalms 91, healed because he took holy communion 
or financially blessed because he started tithing). When people begin to share testimonies 
and unconsciously linking it to something they did, those who are listening will get a wrong 
perception as they will somehow see formulas to the same challenge they might be facing.  
 
Got my drift? 
 
Back to my story, when I find no strength to face my disappointment, I went back “eating” 
again. Letting the Word work for me one day at a time.  
The verse for that day was  

Matthew 6:27 
“Which of you by worrying can add one cubit to his stature.” 
 

Somehow, at times there is a verse that seems related.  
Nonetheless I didn’t choose that verse that day and after “eating” that verse (not how much 
nor how long) on the 1st day of my disappointment, the next day I still feel down.  
I continued eating again (don’t remember what I “ate” on most days).  
But on the 3rd day, I find strength coming even though I still feel disappointed. 
 
One day, a friend called me and asked me how I was doing. I answered that “I’m alright 
except that there was a ‘big (80K) fish’ that came and swam away.”  
 
Let’s see if you can identify with his reply. 
He said: 
“Brother, don’t worry. Sometimes such things happened to you because God loves you and 
God knows what kind of customer your client is. And because God loves you and God 
cares for you, He will protect you from such people. You know sometimes rich people can 
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be stingy and petty. They are not necessary good pay master and God knows and God 
protected you from such people. God loves you bro.” 
 
Me: ?????? 
 
As much as I appreciate him for calling and caring, but while I was listening to him, I began 
to see something further and perhaps deeper to all that he has said.  
It seems like, I began to see the fine thin line between what is of the soul and what is of the 
spirit. 
 
Disclaimer: I’m not against such modes of counselling or encouragement but it can only go 
so far and not for the long haul. To me, it is still a psychological approach even though the 
word “God” is used, doesn’t mean that it’s from God. 
 
This is what I saw and said to my friend: 
“Look. I know God loves me, period. But I don’t have to make my customer look so bad for 
me to make my God look good.” 
 
He said: 
“Don’t get me wrong. Let me explain. I wanted and pursued a client once and after many 
attempts, I lost the client and found out later from another friend who served this client. His 
friend told him that this client is rotten and a bad pay master.”  
Based on this, my friend is trying to substantiate his encouragement to me. 
 
I’m not against such reasoning but I knew enough by then that it will not be able to sustain 
me in my down moments. Not by reasoning my circumstances and looking at things this 
way. 
 
My reply: 
“I know that there are such kinds of people but what makes me so sure that my client (80k) 
who rejected me is one of these? I know of people who are rich too but they are also good 
pay master and kind people. I don’t have to make my client look so bad so that I can 
make my God look good. The reason why my God is good and my good opinion of Him 
comes from the verse I “ate” - “Which of you by taking thought can add 1 cubit to his 
stature” - and not from making my customer look bad!!!!!”  
 
 “Oh, I did not get that deal. Therefore, God protected me from a bad deal.”  
It sounded like sour grape, doesn’t it? 
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DISAPPOINTMENT 
CHAPTER 2 / 3 - INSANITY 
 
When the “fish” swam away and if you conclude with the understanding that God protected 
you because this client is rotten, let me ask my reader a simple question. 
 
What if this same client whom you concluded “rotten”, 3 days later, turned around and ask 
you if “you are still available do his project?” will you take it? 
 
Some of my friends answered:  
“TAKE! Why not?”  
 
“YOU ARE INSANE!” I retorted! 
 
Huh????? 
 
At one moment, you believed God protected you from a bad client and another moment, the 
same “rotten” client that you have concluded “bad” turned around to you and you gladly 
take the order?  
You are INSANE!  
You cannot live life like that, my friends.  
You are “short-circuiting” your own soul. 
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But and if I do not label my client in any way, whether good or bad, even when the deal 
went south, I can still decide later if I want to take up that project if they do turn around. 
They might still be a “bad” client too even though they turned around. 
What about those times, when you had a deal and they turned out to be rotten clients, why 
didn’t God protect you from them? J 
 
So how do I gauge God’s goodness for me?  
Not from making my client look bad but by the “food” I eat that gives me the strength to face 
every day life’s challenge. 
 
Got that? 
 
Inevitably, there are those who are kind people (I’m not knocking such people or statement) 
and they make statement like 
“When God closed one door, He will open another one. Don’t worry” 
 
If I say I’m not against such statement is an understatement.  
I truly detest and loathe at such statement now. 
 
Pardon me. J 
 
Such statement seems harmless and innocent but to me, it can be “deadly” because it 
makes me look at natural circumstances again and not on God even though the word “God” 
is mentioned. 
 
How so? 
 
God closes one door and He will open another? 
Ok, let’s discuss with that thought process.  
 
How “big” did “God” close my door?  
What do you think? 
What was the contract sum? S$80,000? Right? 
Ok, so how “big” should my next door be or should believe God to open for me? 
What do you think? 
At least S$80,000 and above? Right?  
When “God” closes one door, the next one must be bigger and better. Right? 
 
With such reasoning, where are my eyes finally fixed upon? On God? No! 
God is just your means to a BIGGER end – which is the next door He should be “opening” 
since He closed the first door.  
Inevitably, you are looking for the big break, the next break-through because God is able to 
do exceedingly abundantly above what you can ask or imagine. Right? 
I’m not against God’s word here but I’m against the way we approach by reasoning God’s 
word towards our end goals. 
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Meanwhile, when there’s S$10k or S$20k project or deals, do you think I will rejoice based 
on the theory of “closing one door and opening another”?  
If you said “Yes”, it is a politically correct answer J  
Frankly no, I’m still looking for the next open door and my big break or project. 
Such statement “God close one door and open another” have practically and successfully 
put our eyes on natural circumstances again and they will and certainly disappoint time and 
time again. 
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DISAPPOINTMENT 
CHAPTER 3 / 3 - A BIGGER FISH 
 
Back to my story, or to make my short story long J, after the 1st disappointment, my next 
“fish” came in. They wanted to renovate their home for S$120k!  
Anybody would be elated with such potential deals.  
An open door from God, right? 
After 2 meetings with them, even after the “miracle” of how I was featured in the Straits 
Time, front page of Life section on a Saturday 26 February 2011 (it was certainly the grace 
of God that I got featured on national papers) this “bigger fish” came and then swam 
away……L 
 
This time around, I knew how to deal with my disappointment.  
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I simply “eat” again and let the WORD work for me instead of using my puny brain and 
memory to hold on to the promises in God’s Word. 
 
Since then, my first project was S$10,000 and I rejoice doing it. There are also some I did 
not take up and some I wished I didn’t take up but at least I found strength to live life one 
day at a time.  
 
I have done both residential and commercial project ranging from S$10k to 200K from 2011 
– 2013. 
The year 2014 - 2016, I had an invitation for ministry and I started travelling for ministry 
about 39 times combined. All within the region. The year 2017 is my “Sabbatical Year” 
since I left full time in 1 / 1 / 11. 
 
Hope you discovered where you can find strength in your own disappointment in life.  
 
In any adventure, there’s bound to be mountain tops and low valley but I found out that 
when there’s “food” along the way, the journey is sweeter and less tiring J  
 
Disclaimer: 

I know our journey differs from one another and I’m not advocating that I’m right and everyone else is wrong. I 
felt that I needed to pen this down and made it freely available to anyone whom God has orchestrated our 
paths to cross. If you are just curious don’t read but if you feel the LORD is leading you, then be my guest. 

I will not entertain either positive or negative comments. I did not share to gain followers or members or have 
someone pat on my back. Just sharing my thoughts.  

If it did help you, Great.  

Otherwise, just leave it J 
 
 

 


