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WALKING ON WATERS     PAGES: 12                            READING TIME: 30 mins 
Chapter 1 / 4 – The Discovery 

 
I began to see the story of Peter walking on waters found in Matthew 14 from another 
perspective. 
It happened when I was invited to be a camp speaker in Australia, September 2013.  
There was a total of 7 sessions over a weekend.  
Every session is like a mini service with praise and worship before the ministry of the Word. 
On one of these sessions, they were singing a song entitled “Oceans / Where feet may fail”. 
As I look at the lyrics of the song, a phrase seems to “jump out at me”! 
 
It is “You make me walk on the waters”.  
 
It seems to grab me by my collar to have a closer look again at the story of Peter.  
 
As I was going to preach soon, I quickly wrote down on my notebook and highlighted 
WATERS and said to myself that I will meditate on this later.  
This is what I discovered since.  



	

	 2	

I believed God’s Word is so rich and there are many angles to look at it. 
 
Walk on the WATERS??? 
 
Why was I intrigued?  
 
It’s because I felt that the “waters” can be referred to as the Word of God.  
Ephesians 5:26 seems to give me the idea. 
 
Then I asked myself, how could I walk on the Word of God? 
How could I walk on the promises that is declared in God’s Word? 
 
THE STANDARD MODEL ANSWER to how Peter could walk on the “water” (Word of God) 
is to look at Jesus and don’t look at your circumstances? YES??? 
 
I look at this story again, the conclusion I came to was the same:  
Fixed your eyes on Jesus and don’t take your eyes away from Him by looking at your 
circumstances. 

DON’T LOOK at the news report! 
DON’T LOOK at the financial report! 
DON’T LOOK at the health report! 

But what is the report of the LORD?  
God’s report (His Word) declares that you are blessed, healed and He will supply all your 
need according to His riches in glory by Christ Jesus! But and if you look at the 
circumstances (news / financial / health reports) around you, the bad report, you will begin 
to sink. Fix your eyes on Jesus because “as He is, so are you in the world”. If you see Him 
walking on the “waters”, walking above the storms of life, you will be like Him, rising above 
the storms and doing the impossible but if you look at your circumstances around you, you 
will begin to sink.  
RIGHT??? 
 
When I thought that I have fully understood the story of Peter walking on waters, the phrase 
“Walk on Waters” is still “grabbing me by my collar” to take a closer look at it again!!! 
 
This is what I have discovered………… 
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Now, before I continue, I would like to qualify and clarify. With all due respect, I’m not 
against “Looking at Jesus the Author and Finisher of faith.”  
 
To me, Faith is the person of Jesus Christ. When I do not have faith, He becomes my faith, 
He begins (Author) and is the Finisher (Completer) of faith. Whatever I lacked in faith, He 
completes it for me. It is not about me having faith but Who is my faith! 
 
Though it is obviously better NOT to focus on our circumstances but the answer doesn’t 
depend on us “TO DO SOMETHING” (as DO LOOK) or “DON’T DO SOMETHING” (as 
DON’T LOOK). 
To do something? LOOK at Jesus 
Don’t do something? DON’T LOOK at the “waves” or circumstances around you, whatever 
and however bad the report might be. 
 
If this is the approach, we are still coming back to “ME” and how “I” can be in faith or have 
faith to walk on the “waters” and to be above the storms of my life. 
 
Now as I look at the phrase “walk on waters” again, I began to ask a different question 
relating to this story. 
I begin to see that it is not about “HOW I” can walk on waters (by doing or not doing 
something) but ………… 
 

HOW CAN THE WATERS CARRY ME INSTEAD!!!?? 
 
The whole approach shifted from “me” to the “Waters”. 
The responsibility shifted from me “knowing how to walk” to the responsibility of the “Word 
of God” carrying me instead!  
Got my drift????? 
I don’t think Peter knew how he could walk on waters in the first place (by looking at Jesus 
and not to look at the circumstances) but the more I examine this passage, I reckoned that 
Peter didn’t know how he could walk on water in the first place but more amazingly I believe 
that he didn’t even know how the water could carry him!?!?! 
 
I began to look at this story from that angle and without being biased or having any 
preconceived ideas or conclusion from sermons I have heard before, I found something 
interesting, intriguing and beginning to unfold. 
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WALKING ON WATERS  
Chapter 2 / 4 – The Winds 

 

Well, Peter was walking at least a few steps but Why did Peter begin to sink? 
If we claimed that the answer is “he took his eyes away from Jesus”, then again with all due 
respect, if you read the story again, you will realise that there are NO INSTRUCTIONS for 
Peter to “fix his eyes” on Jesus in the first place!!! 
 
Did Jesus instruct Peter “Look at Me when you come”?  
NO! 
 
So why did we conclude that Peter began to sink because he took his eyes away from 
Jesus when there is no instruction to fix his eyes on Jesus in the first place?!? 
It will do you well, if you were to take your bible look at it for yourselves.  
Don’t take my word for it. 
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Perhaps we came to the conclusion that Peter took his eyes away from Jesus is because of 
this verse Matthew 14:30 

But when Peter saw the wind was boisterous, he was afraid,  
and beginning to sink he cried out saying “Lord save me”. 

 
We gathered from this verse that Peter took his eyes off Jesus. 
 
Now, let’s simply read it again. 
 
Personally, I felt that unless the Scripture states: 

“When Peter looked AWAY to the wind” or 
“When Peter TURNED and saw the wind” 

Then I think it is safe to conclude that he was certainly looking at someone or something or 
somewhere in the first place but the Scripture just simply states “When Peter SAW the 
wind….” 
IT IS AN ASSUMPTION then to conclude that Peter could walk on water is because he 
fixed his eyes on Jesus since there is no instruction for Peter to fix his eyes on Jesus in 
the first place.  
We cannot assume that Peter took his eyes away from Jesus and that is the reason why he 
began to sink. AGREED??? 
 
Naturally, I think it’s a better option to look at Jesus instead of looking at our circumstances 
around us.  
 
Let’s go back to the question. 

Why did Peter begin to sink? 
The Scripture said that he saw the wind. 
 
What could be the meaning of the “wind”? 
The STANDARD MODEL ANSWER is always relating to the circumstances around you. 
The voices and the news, the health report, financial report and so on and so forth that 
surrounds us. 
Though this could be true but could I show you another angle at what “wind” could 
represent in Scripture? 

Ephesian 4:14   
The we should no longer be children, tossed to and fro and carried about by 
every wind of doctrine / teaching…. 
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GRANTED!  
This passage of Scripture is referring to false teaching or false doctrine. 
Personally, I think this wind could simply mean all kinds of doctrine or teaching other than 
the Person of Christ and His passion, burial and resurrection, the Gospel of Grace and 
Peace found in the New Covenant. 
 
Let me illustrate: 
This is how the wind of doctrine could happen to all of us –  

“Ohhhh! I got it now! I understand this or that doctrine / teaching” 
“Oh yes! I know how I can be protected! I quote Psalms 91”  
“Oh! The wonderful truths on the Holy Communion! That’s how I am healed.” 

Disclaimer: I am not against these truths or teachings but if we have found how I can 
do or believe “A” to get “B”, I think I’m bordering on the edge of making it into a 
formula. I know many would advocate the difference between relationship and 
formula but I found that many couldn’t even differentiate the difference. 
It seems that after knowing all these wonderful “truths / principles”, all that I believed, all 
that I hold on to, all the positive confession of God’s Word COULD NOT EVEN KEEP ME 
AFLOAT IN MY CIRCUMSTANCES!!! 
 
HELP!!!! I STILL FEEL THAT I’M SINKING!!! 
 
Did you get my drift? 
Do you understand? 
Do you know of anyone in such a situation?  
Perhaps even yourself? 
To me, this person who is sinking, what is he sinking into? WATERS! 
And what does “waters” represent? THE WORD. 
To me, this person is sinking into “a sea of INFORMATION” relating to the Word of God. 
This person knows the Word, the promises, can even quote the entire chapter but whatever 
he knows, whatever Scriptures he holds on to believe or faith confession of the Word 
cannot even keep him from “sinking”! 
 
How could that be even possible?  
 
Read on please. 
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WALKING ON WATERS  
Chapter 3 / 4 – THE REAL FAITH? 

 

Peter was walking a few steps on the water initially, right?  
How did he do it? What causes him to walk?  
The STANDARD MODEL ANSWER is HE LOOK AT JESUS. 
 
Imagine with me: 
If you are Peter and asking the Lord Jesus (and naturally Peter had to LOOK at Jesus while 
asking Him a question), “Lord, if it’s you, command me to come to You on the waters?” 
Question: If the Lord Jesus did not answer Peter a word, can Peter walk on waters?? 
Yes or No???  
NO!!! 
Nobody walk on waters ever even till today!!! 
Now if the Lord Jesus did not say anything to Peter, can Peter walk? Yes or No? 
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Can he walk on waters even though his eyes are STILL fixed on the Lord to give an 
answer? Yes or No? 
No word from Jesus, no one walk on water. 
 
But you may argue, the way to look at Jesus is to look at what He said, that Jesus did say 
“Come” and Peter continues to walk is by looking at what Jesus or what the Scripture has 
said. I understand the argument but more of this later. 
 
Some of my friends said “Yes. You can walk on water by faith” in what the Word has 
declared.  
It all depends on the individual’s faith with God. 
 
I said “Really?”  
Let’s do an experiment: 
Let’s take our bible and go to the edge of our swimming pool. There is a precedence in this 
story that someone has ever walked on water and based on your “theory of faith”, all you 
need is faith to walk on water, (I’m not knocking or mocking faith here but there is a big 
difference between faith and presumption.) let’s go to the edge of the swimming pool, let’s 
read that passage of Peter walking on water and let’s visualise Jesus and “see” Him 
walking on the water of the swimming pool and the first person to “see” Him walking on 
water, take the first step out……. 
What will happen?  
One way.  
DOWN!  
You will sink! 
Why can’t you walk on the waters?  
After all you did whatever you know and practice whatever you have learned, you still sink. 
 
We said that this is RIDICULOUS & LUDICROUS because nobody walks on water! 
 

PRECISELY MY POINT. 
 
If naturally, we can’t walk on water based on what I know how “faith” should work, what 
makes me think I can do the same in my emotional struggles or spiritual challenges or in 
everyday life’s circumstances based on the same “theory of faith”?  
When we don’t have a Word from the LORD to sustain us, we will look at the bible for 
principles and knowledge and doctrine to apply, believe, obey and yet still “SINK” in spite of 
all that we have learned.  
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I’m not against bible knowledge.  
Yes, they are important and needful to know and be established in them but what is more 
important to me is how can I find that Word to sustain and keep me buoyant to live one 
day at a time.  
 
Where can I find that Word to live one day at a time? 
 
The answer is still from the Scripture BUT how do I know the difference between the NOW 
word and the general word / knowledge (WIND?) of the Scripture?  
We will discuss this in another blog.  
Let’s continue on. 
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WALKING ON WATERS  
Chapter 4 / 4 – In My Imagination 

 
Supposing, the next story I’m going to recount is from my imagination of what might have 
happened at the Sea of Galilee that early morning. 
 
The day before, we read that the 12 disciples helped feed 5000 men and gathered 12 small 
baskets left over, then Jesus sent them on a boat to the other side of the sea. A storm 
started to rise that night. We do not know what time the disciples started rowing and past 
midnight, they are still rowing. Then they were shocked to see Jesus walking on water, they 
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thought it was a ghost. Then after Peter’s misadventure, when they had crossed over, they 
must be dead tired and fell asleep. Jesus as His custom was, went somewhere to pray. The 
only person couldn’t sleep could be Peter.  
 
Now all this is in my imagination 
 
Peter was doing a “postmortem”: 
“What happened last night? Nobody walked on water, EVER! But I did it, at least I took a 
few steps. At least I stepped out but what an embarrassment, I sink in front of my 
colleagues. What went wrong? What happened? Why did I sink?” 
“Ah, I got it. Why did I take my eyes away from Jesus? All I had to do is to simply look at 
him. Why did I take my eyes away from him and look at the winds? What does the winds 
and waves got to do with me walking on water?”  
Let’s imagine Peter knew what went wrong and waited to speak to the Lord Jesus. 
When the Lord returns, Peter approached Him saying “Lord, can I talk to you for a minute? 
It’s regarding last night. I’m sorry that I doubted You. Hmmm, I have one request, Lord. If 
this is something you want me to accomplish and want me to do greater works, and want 
me to learn this lesson well, could you do me a favor Lord, could You walk on water again 
so that all I need to do is just to look at You walking on the waters and then I can walk on 
waters just like You, right? 
 
Now imagine that if the Lord walks on water again, can Peter follow suit? Yes? 
NO! 
GET THIS!  
Jesus doesn’t have to walk on water again for Peter to walk on water. All the LORD has to 
do is to say the word “GO”. That one Word “GO” will carry Peter. 
We are creatures of habit and always like to boil everything down to formulas. We like to 
make what happened one time to be the formula for every challenge.  
When you have a formula, you don’t need Jesus anymore!  
Perhaps, maybe we even make “Looking at Jesus in our challenge to be another formula”. 
I do believe in “Looking”.  
The question is how do I look at Jesus???  
The answers are found in another blog. 
 
Now in John 21, after the death and resurrection of Jesus, the disciple went back fishing. 
Early in the morning, Jesus was at the shores of Galilee, making breakfast. 
He said “Children, have you caught anything?”  
They said “No”.  
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Jesus said, “Cast your net on the right side of the boat and you will find.”  
They cast, and now they were not able to draw it in because of the multitude of fish.  
John exclaimed “It is the Lord!”  
 
What did Peter do?  
He put on his outer garment and jumped into the sea and swam to shore. 
Question: 
Why didn’t Peter try to walk on water like he did before?  
 
Well, at least he has done it once, he can do it again, right? 
 
No, it is because there’s no Word from Jesus to anyone to walk on water that morning. That 
Word “Come” was only a command on that night to the disciples on the boat. 
 
We cannot make one Word that has yielded result once to be the Word we hold on to in 
every other challenge and trials in our lives.   
 
Got my drift? J 
 
Disclaimer: 

I know our journey differs from one another and I’m not advocating that I’m right and everyone else is wrong. I 
felt that I needed to pen this down and made it freely available to anyone whom God has orchestrated our 
paths to cross. If you are just curious don’t read but if you feel the LORD is leading you, then be my guest. 

I will not entertain either positive or negative comments. I did not share to gain followers or members or have 
someone pat on my back. Just sharing my thoughts.  

If it did help you, Great.  

Otherwise, just leave it J 
 


